A century of community ecology: How much progress?
Much of the apparent progress in community ecology amounts to little more than re-inventing the wheel, albeit with technical improvements. Many central ideas in the field were stated by A.K. Cajander at the turn of the century. Thereafter, community ecology has moved back and forth between competition-centered and individualistic views of community structure. The chief problems have probably been inappropriate methodology (lack of rigorous formulation and/or critical experimental testing of theories) and a tendency to work only on subcommunities that are delimited by taxonomic criteria. Although these problems are beginning to be remedied, a new one has emerged: ignorance of history and a tendency to re-invent old ideas under new, flashy names. This problem is potentially as dangerous as the old ones and must be tackled by improving our first-hand contact with the classics in our field.